
A number unique educational experiences take place within our school. Throughout the school year our clas-
ses have the pleasure of hosting Scientists in the Schools and delved into inquiries in the areas of sound, en-
ergy, and structures and more. The grade 2 classes were thrilled to be nose to nose with a variety of reptiles, 
birds and crawly creatures thanks to a visit from Ray’s Reptiles. In music students will soon be participating in 
a drumming unit, playing a beautiful set of African Djembe drums.  

Through extracurricular activities, teachers and volunteers provide important opportunities for students to  ex-
plore and develop skills that often extend learning that has taken place in the classroom. Recent activities 
have included Junior Triple Ball intramurals and a regional tournament, art club, craft club, choir, chess and 
more 

Before March break, thanks to teachers with the help of a number of volunteer parents, students in grades K-
6 were treated to an afternoon of winter challenges.  

I’d like to thank our dedicated teachers who take on the task of organizing these experiences as well as our 
parent volunteers who support these activities. Thank you as well to our Briargreen Community School Coun-
cil for their ongoing support. Through School Council funding we have been able to offer two science experi-
ences to every class. All of this is the result of great efforts on behalf of staff, students and parents. Thank 
you to all who contribute for making Briargreen an enriching and positive place to be.  

Leslie McLeod 

Principal 
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Looking Ahead to Next Year 

It is the time of year when we begin to plan for the following school year. Based on our projected en-
rolment we will be organizing our classes throughout April and May. The teachers consider this pro-
cess one of the most important decision-making exercises of the year. As such, they respond in a 
highly professional manner and build the best possible groupings for the  students.  

As you are aware, all classrooms include students with a range of skills and abilities. In compiling 
the classes, the staff will take into account all of the factors that contribute to academic success:  
student personality, structured vs less-structured class environments, social interactions. If there is a 
significant factor that you would like to have considered for your child’s placement next year, please 
notify the office in writing by May 4, specifying any considerations 
you would like us to take into account. This is not an opportunity to 
request a specific teacher, rather it is a chance to help us to further 
understand your child’s learning needs. We value your input as you 
bring important information to the table. However, as there are many 
factors to consider when class building, we cannot guarantee a      
particular outcome. 

http://www.briargreenps.ocdsb.ca


While it is next to impossible to in-
clude all of the great things that are 
happening at Briargreen here is a 
sample of some of the things in which 
our students have been & will be par-
ticipating. 

Chess 

We are very proud of all of our stu-
dents who participated in the OCDSB 
chess tournament for primary and 
junior students. Our primary team 
came home with a medal for 3rd 
place. All of our students enjoyed the 
day immensely and were excited to 
have the opportunity to play students 
from other schools. 

Chess club continues to meet on 
Tuesdays and Thursdays at school 
during recess time. 

 Choir 

A number of our students in grades 4-
6 will be participating in the OCDSB 
ChoralFest on Thursday, April 23 at 
Dominion-Chalmers United Church: 
355 Cooper Street. 

The students and Mrs Venables, who 
is leading the choir, will participate in 
a full day of musical enrichment 
through choral singing.  

ChoralFest culminates in a massed 
choir showcase for family and friends. 

Over 300 singers from 13 schools are 
participating. 

The Showcase concert is 1:00-1:45 

p.m. All are welcome. 

We Day 

We Day is a day to recognize that 
everyone, even you, can change the 
world. We heard stories of young peo-
ple that have persevered through hor-
rible things and lived to tell the story. 
We heard about Amanda Lindhout, 
who was a reporter that got captured 
and tortured in Somalia, and Malala, 
who was a girl in Pakistan that got 
shot in the head and survived be-
cause she wanted to go to school. 
Everyone we heard from at We Day 
had an amazing story that changed 
people’s lives. When we got back 
from We Day we decided we would 
help people to so we started the Me 
to We group for grades 4, 5 and 6. 
We took the “Vow of Silence” on April 
16th to raise money for child labor in 
under-privileged countries.  
We have also put up posters and 
gave speeches in front of our class to 
raise awareness and get donations 
for child labor.  
Remember, with every donation, you 
can change a little kid’s life for the 
better.   
  -Evan grade 6 
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Kindergarten Theatre 

The Kindergarten classes went on a 
field trip to see The Beanstock on 
Monday April 20. For many of them 
it was their first exposure to live the-
atre. Thank you to teachers, early 
childhood educators and volunteer 
parents who helped to make this 
day a memorable one for our      
students. 

Clubs on the Go 

Students are presently presenting in  
Junior Basketball intramurals with 
an upcoming tournament in May. 
We also have Art, Craft and Skip-
ping clubs on the go.  
It’s wonderful to see the enthusiasm  
of our students as participate in 
these great learning opportunities. 
All of these clubs are led by our 
teachers during recess times. I 
thank them for the generous contri-
bution of their time. 
 

IMPORTANT INFORMATION 

Please be aware that as of September 2015, there will be changes to Briargreen’s start & end 

times There are also big changes to the student walk zones.  

In September, Briargreen’s day will begin at 9:15 and end at 3:45.  

Walk zones have increased to .8 km for kindergarten students and 1.6 km for students in 
grades 1-6. These changes regarding walk zones impact students’ eligibility for Busing. 
Please go to the Ottawa Student Transportation Authority’s website: 
www.ottawaschoolbus.ca. Look under “Policies and Procedures” for “OSTA Transformation 

Project”. There you can find information and maps regarding transportation for Sept. 

We are anticipating that more parents & guardians will be dropping their children off at 
school each day. There will be an important message sent home about drop-off/pick-up   

procedures before the end of this school year. 

Happenings at Briargreen 



Student Safety 

As the weather begins to warm up, students will participate 
in a series of  3 fire drills.  As well, before the end of May,  
the whole school will be practicing our lockdown procedure.  
As with rehearsing a fire drill, practicing this procedure is 
necessary in order to ensure preparedness.  These 
measures are consistent with the Board’s policy and proce-
dures. 

We appreciate your support as we make every effort to 
keep our students safe. 

Education Week 

We will soon be sending home a flyer about school 
events during Education Week, May 4-8. There will be a 
number of opportunities for students to share their learn-
ing with family and friends. 

School Council is also planning some special events dur-
ing that week: 

Our annual book sale will be taking place on Thursday 
and Friday, May 7 & 8.  

Family Movie night will be held on Friday, May 8 at 7 
p.m. Children and families are invited to enjoy a special 
movie feature. Information about these upcoming events 
will be sent home soon. 

Other School Items of Interest 

Earth Love  

We love the EARTH 
the EARTH loves us. 
 
It does not matter who we are, 
or where we are;  
Big or small, mean or nice, old 
or young, 
we are all in the family of friends.  
 
No matter what, 
the EARTH loves us! 
 
By Karina and Vesper  
(Grade 2 Students Making a Difference) 

Guest Speaker Paul Davis 
At Briargreen April 28th 

7:00 in the library 

 
 

We’re very excited to be hosting speaker Paul Davis at Briargreen on April 28th. Paul is an expert on 
children and the use of technology for social networking. He will be talking about devices and social net-
working sites that children use, as well as how we can support our children as they learn about the digital 
world and social media. He will be doing a presentation for parents & guardians at 7:00 p.m. in the li-
brary. As this session is for adults only, the school will be providing baby-sitting during the session.  

Students in grades 4-6 will be participating in an afternoon session with Paul. 

-Thank you to the Briargreen School Council for making this evening possible      

Earth Day 

April 22 is Earth Day. Students in many classes are learning 
about what they can to help to protect the earth. The whole 
school will be participating in Operation Clean Up and will pick 
up garbage from our play ground,. 

We also invite students to walk, ride or roll to school on Earth 
Day and the days following. Not only does Active Transporta-
tion reduce harmful emissions and help increase children’s 
fitness; studies show that students who actively come to 
school are better able to focus on learning tasks. 

On April 2, 2015 our grade 5’s and 6’s persevered through problems to create an amazing assembly about 
Perseverance. Students from JK to grade 4 walked through the school and participated in different games, 
activities, powerpoints and even took a school wide pledge to persevere. The assembly was a huge suc-
cess. It is hoped that when students are faced with challenges they persevere just liked they learned about 
on April 2. Keep it up!     -Mansi Gr. 6 



 

Adopt a Helmet!  
 

Make a properly fitted helmet part of your bike riding experience.  A helmet can help protect you and 
your family from serious injury! 

 

Tips about helmet safety:  

 Make sure the helmet has been safety certified - look for the sticker on the inside of the helmet. 

 Helmets must be replaced every five years and/or after a crash or hard hit - even if it looks        
un-damaged. 

 Never buy a used helmet. 

 Do not place stickers on your helmet. 

 Parents can set a good example to children by wearing a helmet. 

 Remember, anyone under the age of 18 must wear a helmet – it’s the law. 

 

Helmet Fitting: 

 Put on the helmet so that it is not tilting backwards or forward. Then check the following:    

 Two fingers distance from helmet to eyebrow  

 V-shape straps around each ear 

 One finger between chin and fastened strap 

 

 

 

 
 

For more information visit www.ottawa.ca/health or contact Ottawa Public Health at 613-580-6744. 
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